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HISTORIC RESOURCES REPORT 
 
 
The existing Rotunda building in Collins Park was originally a multipurpose assembly room of 
the Miami Beach Public Library designed by A. Herbert Mathes and completed in 1962.  The 
Rotunda design included sand cast concrete panels attached to the exterior which were created 
by artist Albert Vrana and titled “The Story of Man,” referencing the role of the written word in 
the development of human culture.   
 
The first structure built in Collins Park was the John Collins Memorial Library designed by 
Russell Pancoast and constructed from 1930-1934.  The Collins Library expanded with building 
additions over the years until 1962 when the Miami Beach Public Library was built immediately 
to the east.  At that time, the Collins Library became the Bass Museum of Art.  When a new 
Library designed by Robert A. M. Stern was constructed at 227 22nd Street in 2004, the 1962 
Library building was demolished, except for the Rotunda.   
 
The Rotunda architect A. Herbert Mathes completed many projects in Miami Beach.  He was 
responsible for the design of the Byron Carlyle Theater, an addition to the Fontainebleau Hotel, 
and hotels including the Parisian, the Continental, and the Allison, among others. 
 
Albert Vrana (1921-1994) was an artist known for monumental sculpture completed during the 
mid-twentieth century.  He said, “My approach is different, yet traditional, in that much of my 
work is integrated as part of the structure and related to the specific building in both design and 
materials, in harmony, not conflict, with the architecture.”  
 
In addition to the Rotunda, there are other large scale Vrana works in South Florida, notably the 
sculpture on the Charles E. Perry building at FIU main campus, “The Obelisk” at The Arlen 
House Condominium in Sunny Isles Beach, and the six-story façade of the UM Health System 
Professional Arts Center building in Miami. Vrana’s work is mainly found in Florida and the 
American Southeast. 
 
There are limited as-built construction documents in existence for the 1962 Library and Rotunda 
Building. The Rotunda is cast in place concrete and masonry infill construction, circular in shape 
with its main floor level cantilevered over a fountain.  Historic photos show an active water jet 
feature affixed to the underside of the cantilevered portion. It has two window walls of 
translucent material spanning the height of the structure on the east side of the building. The 
Rotunda’s main floor level occupies the full footprint of the building and there is a smaller 
concrete mezzanine level which contains a projection booth space and a mechanical room for 
the air conditioning equipment.  In 2008, a renovation of Collins Park and the adjacent surface 
parking lot commenced.  As part of this work, the Rotunda fountain, which had become a planter 
by that time, was restored to functionality.  The active water jet feature was not re-introduced.  
Steps, gates, and doors were installed at the main entrance point, and all interior finishes were 
demolished during the Collins Park renovation project. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS  
 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Now 60 years old, the building has withstood the test of time with no major structural 
deficiencies found.  The building is entirely circular except for the remnant of its connection to 
the former library which now appears as a rectangular portal.  The existing door next to the main 
entrance was the Rotunda’s second means of egress and originally had a landing and steps on 
the exterior, which are now not present.  The existing fountain, which is not a complete circle, is 
functional.  
   
 
STRUCTURAL: 
 
The existing Rotunda’s main floor and walls are cantilevered approximately 4’-9” from a base 
structure for nearly the entire circumference of the building.  This cantilever does not exist at the 
main entrance point, where a perimeter structural wall connects directly to the ground.  A few 
locations at the underside of the cantilevered building structure were found to have chipped or 
missing concrete. At the window wall locations, small portions of the concrete slab are missing 
and one ledger angle connector at the bottom of an art panel was severely deteriorated.  
Repairs to these conditions will be included in the current project being developed by the City of 
Miami Beach Office of Capital Improvement Projects.  
 
 
ART PANELS: 
 
In general, the art panels and their connections appear to be in satisfactory condition.  Historic 
photos indicate cast in place concrete tie beams are present at the panel connection locations. 
There are a few panels in the bottom row which are chipped or damaged at the base of the 
panels, especially at the window wall locations where panel corners are exposed. A 
comprehensive study of the condition of all panels and the condition of their connections to 
structure is planned by the City of Miami Beach Office of Capital Improvement Projects. Repairs 
to the panels themselves would be included in that project.  
 
 
INTERIOR: 
 
The existing interior of the building has no finishes, no air conditioning, and minimal electrical 
and lighting.  The building structure is exposed throughout, including the steel joists and roof 
deck.  The translucent window walls are in place. Electrical panels which serve Collins Park and 
fountain functions, and a telecommunications panel are present on the ground floor in the 
southwest portion of the building. 
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1941 aerial photo of Collins Park in upper right quadrant of image, 
John Collins Memorial Library with south wing built: 

 
 
 
1959 aerial photo of Collins Park in upper right quadrant of image, 
John Collins Memorial Library with north and south wings built: 
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1969 aerial photo of Collins Park, in center of image,   
1962 Miami Beach Public Library built: 
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1960s aerial photo of Collins Park: 
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Architect A. Herbert Mathes rendering of 1962 Miami Beach Public Library: 

 
 
Rotunda building under construction indicating tie beams at panel connection locations: 
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Artist Albert Vrana detail of Rotunda study model: 

 
 
Artist Albert Vrana working on the Rotunda panels and signature: 
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Albert Vrana carving sand molds for the Rotunda: 
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Albert Vrana cutting impressions into the sand molds for the Rotunda: 
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Workers placing mesh, hangers, and anchors for the Rotunda panels: 
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Aerial view of Rotunda panels construction site.  Panels shown at center and top of image: 

 
Detail: 
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Albert Vrana washes sand from the Rotunda panels: 
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Completed Rotunda – Day: 

 
 

Completed Rotunda – Night (note fountain jets below cantilevered portion): 
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2004 - Library with Rotunda 2004 - Library with Rotunda 

2004 - Rotunda view from north 2004 – Rotunda connection 

2004 - Rotunda view from Library interior 2004 – Rotunda bridge detail 
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2004 – Rotunda Interior – East Elev. 2004 – Rotunda Interior – West Elev. 

2004 – Rotunda Interior – Ceiling Detail 2004 – Rotunda Interior – Egress Corridor 

2018 –West Elevation and historic path 2019 – Main entrance ‘portal’ 
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2022 – East Elevation 2022 – South Elevation 

2022 – Northwest Elevation 2022 – North window bottom panel damaged 

2022 – South window – bottom panel damaged 2022 – Panels Detail 
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2022 – View to west 2022 – View to east 

2022 – View to west 2022 – Mezzanine AHU Room 

2022 – North window 2022 – North window head detail 
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2022 Photo of south window wall condition at underside of panels: 

 
 
 

2006 photo of roof showing panels connection: 
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Biographical Sketch and Resume 

Albert Vrana 
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Microfilm Records 
1962 Miami Beach Public Library 

 
 
 
 

 
















































