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Base Flood Elevation



Status Quo After Road Raising



Status Quo After Road Raising



Results of Raising 1936 Structure



[C]ontributing buildings should be raised to 
protect them from higher water levels, and the 
proximity of possible wave action from both the 
Atlantic Ocean and Indian Creek. Green space 
should also be increased.
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SCALE: 1:207.771 EXISTING LOCATION OF CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE
SCALE: 1:207.772 PROPOSED RELOCATION OF CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE

Jackson House on Barge in 1916, Miami, FL Hydraulically powered dollies move a historic 19th-
century brick church in Salem, Massachusetts.

DeGarmo House. Star Island, Miami Beach.
2015

Belleview-Biltmore Hotel. Belleair, Florida. 2016

The narrow urban profile of the Collins Waterfront Study Area is poorly suited for Adapt in Place strategies. The long
western flank of the area (Indian Creek Drive) is currently being raised by the City. Here, contributing buildings should
be raised to protect them from higher water levels, and the proximity of possible wave action from both the Atlantic
Ocean and Indian Creek. Green space should also be increased.

Buoyant City, p.47
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Issues with Methodology
 

 

 

 

 

MCSAL .COM BOSTON  MIAMI  NEW YORK  ORLANDO  WEST PALM BEACH 

CREATIVE TO THE CORE 

 
 

 
 

May 9, 2024  

Via email: jay@jmhdev.com C/O 

 
Jason Halpern  

JMH Development  
250 Greenwich Street 

Suite 4629  New York, NY 10007 
 

RE: Historic Building Relocation Letter  

 
2901 Indian Creek Drive 

 
Miami Beach, Florida  

 

FOUNDING PRINCIPALS 

Robert J. McNamara, P.E., S.E. 

Joseph A. Salvia, P.E. 

 
MANAGING PRINCIPALS 

Boston 
Mark F. Aho, P.E. 

Neil A. Atkinson 

John S. Matuszewski, P.E. 

Adam C. McCarthy, P.E. 

Benjamin B. Wild, P.E. 

 

Florida 

Andrew P. Sullivan, P.E.,  S.E. 

 

New York 

Ryan A. Dow, P.E., S.E. 
Vladimir E. Seijas, P.E. 
Bart A. Sullivan, P.E. 

Dear Jason, On March 14, 2024 we provided a site visit to observe the above referenced address in regards to potentially 

relocating the existing historic building.  The purpose of this letter is to discuss our findings and outline the 

impacts on the structure given this task.   

The existing building consists of a two-story apartment building that forms a “U” shape in plan.  A small 

ground courtyard is created within where primary access is provided to all units.  Each apartment has an 

individual door access from the ground level courtyard.  In addition, there are two (2) exterior staircases that 

flank the east and west wings of the courtyard to access the second level.  At the second level the stairs 

provide access to an exterior walkway and subsequent access to the individual apartment doors. 

The current structure has fallen into disrepair with broken windows and doors, broken exterior block walls, 

spalling, and steel corrosion, etc.   

The structure is comprised by the following materials: 

1. Shallow spread foundation system (expected and most likely) 

2. Load-bearing concrete masonry units (CMU) walls around the exterior structure from ground to roof. 

3. Cast-in-place exterior stairs with cast-in-place and CMU parapet walls / railings. 

4. Cast-in-place exterior walkway supported by two exterior structural steel pipe columns. 

5. Wood framed floor at the interior. 

6. Wood framed roof. 

The CMU walls encompass the exterior perimeter of the structure.  The wood framed floors simply connect to 

the inside of the CMU perimeter walls for gravity support only.  In addition, we expect that there are some 

interior wood framed load bearing walls bearing, as well.  Similarly, the wood framed roof sits atop the 

perimeter exterior walls for gravity and some uplift support.  As a complete box the building is very stable for 

lateral wind loads. That said, in order for the building to be relocated, it will be necessary to cut it into three separate sections 

In conclusion, the existing 
structure building is not properly 
reinforced nor connected 
together for the stresses 
induced by lifting and moving.



Wall Openings



Wall Openings



Proposed Alternative 



Proposed Alternative 



Proposed Alternative 



Development Timeline
•Master Building Permit Approaching Final 

Review 
•Upon Issuance of Master Building Permit (and 

associated Demolition Permit): 
•Historic Elements Removed from 1936 Building 

and Moved Off-Site Temporarily. 
•Remaining Structures Removed and Property 

Cleared and Filled to Current Grade. 
•Project Development Begins, Historic Elements 

Restored.
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